Year 11 Parent Guide
Supporting Your Child with Post-16 Choices
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Introduction
This booklet is designed to help you support your Year 11 child in making informed decisions about post-16 education options. It includes timelines, application tips, course comparisons, career paths, and advice on attending open evenings.
Contents:
· Key Timelines
· Tips for Successful Applications
· Understanding Course Options
· Career Paths by Qualification Type
· Attending Open Evenings
· Parental Involvement














Key Timelines:
Research and Open Evenings
Students research options and attend open evenings from September to November to explore sixth form and college choices.
Application Submission
Applications are submitted between November and January to secure places at desired sixth forms or colleges.
Interviews and Offers
Interviews and offers occur from February to April, allowing students to confirm or adjust their choices.
Confirmation and Preparation
Between May and June, students confirm choices and prepare for transition to their new educational environment.
























Tips for successful applications:
Start Early and Meet Deadlines
Beginning the application process early ensures students have enough time to gather documents and avoid last-minute stress.
Gather Essential Documents
Collecting predicted grades, personal statements, and other necessary documents is critical for a complete application.
Parental Support and Preparation
Parents can help by reviewing applications, practicing interview questions, and discussing strengths to boost confidence.
























Attending Open Evenings
Opportunity to Explore
Open evenings allow prospective students to visit institutions and gather information about courses and student life.
Engage with Students and Staff
Speaking with current students and staff helps gain deeper insights into the learning environment and experiences.
Comparing Institutions
Visiting multiple institutions enables informed decision-making through comparison of options and environments.
Parental Support
Parents participating in open evenings provide essential support in exploring educational opportunities.























choosing the right coursesAssessing Strengths and Interests
Choosing courses based on individual strengths and interests ensures engagement and better learning outcomes.
Researching Course Details
Understanding course content, entry requirements, and progression routes helps make informed decisions.
Balancing Challenge and Motivation
Selecting courses that balance academic challenge with enjoyment promotes sustained motivation and success.
Seeking Professional Guidance
Consulting teachers and career advisors provides valuable support during the course selection process.
















	







Understanding course optionsCOMPARISON OF A LEVELS, IB DIPLOMA, T LEVELS, AND BTEC



	Course Type
	Structure
	Assessment Style
	Progression Routes
	Suitability

	A Levels
	3-4 subjects chosen by student
	Mostly exams at end of 2 years
	University, apprenticeships, employment
	Academic students with specific subject interests

	IB Diploma
	6 subjects + core components (TOK, EE, CAS)
	Mix of exams, coursework, and internal assessments
	University worldwide, employment
	Broad learners seeking international recognition

	T Levels
	1 T Level course (equivalent to 3 A Levels)
	80% classroom learning + 20% industry placement
	Skilled employment, apprenticeships, university
	Career-focused students wanting hands-on experience

	BTEC
	Specialized vocational subjects
	Coursework and practical assessments
	University, apprenticeships, employment
	Practical learners preferring coursework






CAREER PATHS BY QUALIFICATION TYPE
A Levels and Academic Careers
A Levels prepare students for university degrees in Law, Medicine, History, and careers like solicitor, doctor, and engineer.
IB Diploma and IB Careers Programme
The IB Diploma supports global university applications and careers in diplomacy, international business, and academia. IBCP prepares students for career based learning
T Levels and Technical Employment
T Levels prepare students for skilled jobs in IT, construction, healthcare, and higher technical apprenticeships.
BTEC and Vocational Careers
BTEC courses lead to careers in business, health & social care, performing arts, and practical university courses v Career Paths by Qualification Type
























HOW PARENTS CAN SUPPORT

Providing Encouragement
Encouragement and reassurance from parents build your child's confidence throughout the application journey.
Assisting Decision-Making
Parents help with research and informed decision-making to guide your child's application choices effectively.
Engagement and Monitoring
Attending meetings and monitoring deadlines keeps parents engaged and supports timely application completion.
Celebrating and Guiding
Celebrating achievements and offering guidance during setbacks encourages a positive application experience.
























LOCAL SCHOOLS AND DEADLINES

	Sixth Form
	Open Evening
	Application Deadline

	King John School Sixth Form
	8 October 2026, 6:30pm-9:00pm
	1 December 2026 (external applicants)

	Bishop's Stortford High School Sixth Form
	5 November 2026, 5:30pm-8:30pm
	5 January 2027

	Becket Keys Sixth Form
	11 November 2026, 4:30pm-7:30pm
	18 January 2027 (midday)

	St George's School Sixth Form
	13 January 2027, 6:00pm-8:30pm
	5 February 2027 (12 noon)

	Chelmer Valley High School Sixth Form
	15 October 2026, 5:30pm-7:30pm
	To be confirmed

	Great Baddow High School Sixth Form
	21 October 2026
	To be confirmed

	Herts & Essex Sixth Form
	10 November 2026, 5:30pm-8:30pm
	To be confirmed

	Moulsham High School Sixth Form
	12 November 2026, 6:00pm-8:00pm
	To be confirmed

	Shenfield High School Sixth Form
	12 November 2026
	To be confirmed

	Epping St John's School Sixth Form*
	November 2026, 6:00pm-8:00pm
	To be confirmed

	Anglo European School Sixth Form
	To be confirmed
	To be confirmed

	Mayflower High School Sixth Form
	To be confirmed
	To be confirmed

	Sandon School Sixth Form
	To be confirmed
	To be confirmed



College Open Evenings & Application Information 2026-2027
	College
	Open Evening / Open Day
	Application Deadline

	Harlow College
	15 October 2026, 5:00pm-8:00pm
	Applications open. 
Early application advised. 

	New City College
	21 November 2026, 10:00am-2:00pm
Additional Open Event: 30 January 2027, 10:00am-2:00pm
	Priority applications for 16-18 courses: 31 January 2027.

	Chelmsford College
	7 October 2026, 6:00pm-8:30pm
Additional Open Evening: 4 November 2026, 6:00pm-8:30pm
	Applications open.  
Early application advised.

	Writtle College
	10 October 2026, 10:00am-3:00pm
Additional Open Day: 21 November 2026
	Applications open. 
Early application advised. 




These dates are not exclusive- check websites regularly for up-to-date information.


Parent Checklist



📅 Attend open evenings
📚 Review course options
📝 Submit applications
🎤 Prepare for interviews
✅ Confirm offers
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